
Emirates Air Line Emirates Air Line 
Tony Wilson – Transport for London
F b  2012February 2012



Agendag
• Background
• The Scheme
• Key Benefits
• Sponsorship
• Current status of project
• Questions



Why do crossings matter?

• Strong Mayoral desire to 
promote regeneration in east 
London

• Half of London’s growth 
potential is in east London potential is in east London 

• The former Docklands retain 
capacity for large-scale 
redevelopmentredevelopment

• Thames-side boroughs in east 
London forecast to grow by 20-
30% from 2007 2031 in 
population and employment

• Developments will increase 
pressure on crossings

• But congestion and perceptions 
of transport links is hindering 
developer confidence



Challenges – capacity, connectivity & resilience
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Progress on the River Crossing Package

East London line

London Overground opened 2010, 
extension to Clapham opens Dec 2012

Opened 2009 Woolwich to Stratford
Maximum use of rail 

capacity

East London line

DLR Woolwich Arsenal

CTRL Ebbsfleet to 
Stratford (and DLR)

Opened 2009. Woolwich to Stratford 
International services from 2011

Opened 2009, DLR link opened 2011

3 t i DLR f 2010 tDLR/Jubilee line extra 
capacity

Crossrail

3 car trains on DLR from 2010, extra 
Jubilee trains in stages from 2007-2012

Under construction, opens 2018

Improving  local connectivity 
for pedestrians and cyclists

Air line (cable car)

Passenger ferries

Opportunity to bring forward with 
private funding support
Oyster payment introduced 2009, 
River Concordat exploring other

Reducing congestion; 
providing resilience and 
capacity to meet growth

Silvertown Crossing

River Concordat exploring other 
improvements

capacity to meet growth

Improving connectivity 
further east

New ferry at Woolwich 
and/or at Gallions Reach 
with a longer term option 

In principle consultation under way, 
ends 5th March 2012
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for a local fixed link



The Greenwich Peninsula

Isle of Dogs OA
110,000 jobs
10,000 homes

Greenwich 
P i l OA

Royal Docks OA
6,000 jobs

11,000 homesPeninsula OA
7,000 jobs

13,500 homes

11,000 homes



But bad press hinders investor confidence...



The Royal Docks
Key aspects of the Newham and Mayoral vision for the 
Royal Docks:-

•Develop the Royal Docks as a world-class business p y
destination within the knowledge economy

•Promote the Royal Docks as a focus for investment on a 
world stage building on opportunities presented by the 
2012 Games2012 Games

•Exploit the potential for a visitor and tourist economy

•Create a unique and high quality waterfront urban quarter 
with a strong sense of placeg p

•Improve cross-river and local connectivity



The Royal Docks – visitor economy
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Crossing options - footbridge
• Improved cross-river connectivity for 

local pedestrians and cyclists –
complements highway crossing complements highway crossing 
improvements being developed in 
parallel

• However only limited appealy pp

• Overall, longer journey times between 
key places on Royal Docks alignment 
due to the longer walks on the 
northern bank

• Walking routes are poor – passes 
through industrial estate on the 

th  b knorthern bank

• Long walk to DLR

• Cost approx £80-90 million excluding 
l d  lki   i  land, walking routes, contingency, 
optimism bias, project development

• No opportunity to receive income from 
usersusers



Crossing options - ferry
• Improved cross-river connectivity for 

local pedestrians and cyclists –
complements highway crossing p g y g
improvements being developed in parallel

• However only limited appeal

• Overall, longer journey times between 
key places on Royal Docks alignment due 
to the longer walks on the northern bank

• Walking routes are poor – passes through 
industrial estate on the northern bankindustrial estate on the northern bank

• Long walk to DLR

• Cost approx £15 million excluding walking 
routes  contingency  optimism bias  routes, contingency, optimism bias, 
project development

• Likely to require ongoing subsidy

• Some potential in the future for a service • Some potential in the future for a service 
from North Greenwich to Wood Wharf but 
depends on developments for piers, 
walking routes

• Doesn’t create any visitor interest, or link 
attractions



Crossing options – cable car
• Improved cross-river connectivity for 

local pedestrians and cyclists –
complements highway crossing complements highway crossing 
improvements being developed in 
parallel

• Directly links centres of activity, incly y,
visitor attractions, without walking 
route through industrial areas

• Shorter typical journey times between 
several key places than either the 
existing Jubilee line/DLR or 
alternatives

Sh t lk t  DLR  lki  di t  t  • Short walk to DLR, walking distance to 
future Crossrail station

• Cost approx £45 million excluding 
contingency  project developmentcontingency, project development

• Fare revenues to offset operating costs

• Sponsorship potential to contribute to 
capital costcapital cost

• Short build time – potential to support 
Olympic Games



Journey times

Actual time existing cable car footbridge ferry
Diff Diff Diff

Route 1 - O2 entrance to 
Siemens 21.1 13.3 -7.7 20.7 -0.4 23.3 2.2 

Route 2 - Millennium Sq - 19 4 13 0 6 4 22 3 2 9 25 7 6 3q
ExCeL hotels 19.4 13.0 -6.4 22.3 2.9 25.7 6.3 

Route 3 - O2 entrance to 
ExCeL entrance 20.6 18.6 -2.1 27.9 7.3 26.3 5.7 

Route 4 - Holiday Inn to 
ExCeL entrance 31.2 25.2 -5.9 37.3 6.2 41.9 10.8 

Route 5 - GP (Pilot) to ExCeL 
entrance 26.2 19.1 -7.1 31.8 5.6 37.5 11.3 

Route 6 - Millennium Sq -
Britannia Village 19.9 19.1 -0.8 22.3 2.4 24.7 4.8 

Route 7 - GP (Pilot) to 22 2 20 8 1 4 33 4 11 3 39 2 17 0( )
Crossrail 22.2 20.8 -1.4 33.4 11.3 39.2 17.0 

Route 8 - GP (Pilot) to 
Canary Wharf 17.9 31.8 13.9 34.6 16.6 38.1 20.1 



Physical / planning constraints

11 March 2011 14 Silvertown Crossing / Pre-tolling





Planning authorities



Key Benefits
• Viable public transport link / quick to build

• Rapidly provides resilience for the Greenwich Peninsula – alternative route for residents 
and visitors to the DLR if the Jubilee line is unavailableand visitors to the DLR if the Jubilee line is unavailable

• From 2018 will provide another link, Greenwich Peninsula to Crossrail via Custom House

• Improved cross-river connectivity for local pedestrians and cyclists in the short term –
l t  hi h  i  i t  b i  d l d i  ll lcomplements highway crossing improvements being developed in parallel

• The link between Royal Docks and Greenwich will support the boroughs’ and Mayor’s 
aspirations for regeneration

• Payment by Oyster card – fares TBC 



Passenger experienceg p
• Spectacular views across London
• Unique public transport experience
• Connects two of the UK’s largest entertainment/exhibition venues
• 5-6 minute journey time, cabins arrive every 15-30 seconds
• Fully accessible/ bike friendly up to 10 people per cabin or space • Fully accessible/ bike friendly – up to 10 people per cabin or space 

for bikes / wheelchairs
• Brand new stations north & south of the Thames



SponsorshipSponsorship

• Emirates are main title sponsor; £36M deal
• Offers rights to name the scheme and stations g

and presence on the tube
• New roundel / new composite logoNew roundel / new composite logo



The Tube Mapp



Look & Feel



Look & Feel



South station



Programme & progressg p g
• Conception December 2009

Pl i  li ti  O t b  2010• Planning application October 2010

• Planning permission February 2011

• Contractor appointed April 2011

• Stations and towers underway

• Rope-pull March 2012

• Complete Summer 2012Complete Summer 2012
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Q tiQuestions


