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•

Statistically significant reductions in road traffic levels. 
H

aven’t returned to business as usual levels on radials.

•
Positive correlation betw

een traffic levels and 
concentrations of nitrogen dioxide but seem

ingly negative 
correlation betw

een traffic levels and PM
10 .

•
Traffic levels have som

e effects on N
O

2 but given the 
variability of the data, difficult to establish statistically 
significant im

provem
ents in air quality as a result of the 

lock-dow
n.

•
O

ther factors at play: changing com
position of the vehicle 

fleet, clim
ate (w

ind direction, speed, tem
perature), other 

em
ission sources, m

easurem
ent issues.
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•
Tem

pting to think that lock dow
n has ‘solved’ the air quality 

problem
 and that com

pliance w
ith the E

U
 A

m
bient A

ir 
Q

uality D
irective is now

 m
ore likely to be m

et.

•
H

ow
ever, it seem

s likely that the ‘new
 norm

al’ w
ill involve 

m
ore w

orkplace activity than currently.

•
It m

ight also involve greater dependency on car travel, 
reduced use of public transport and delays in renew

al of the 
vehicle fleet.

•
A

ir quality m
ay not be a transport planning problem

 that 
has gone aw

ay.
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