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Nicola Kane TPP
Nicola is Transport Strategy Manager at ,Transport for Greater Manchester’ (TfGM), who she  joined in 2014, after 15 years in consultancy, first with JMP Consultants then with Peter Brett Associates.  She is a chartered town planner and completed an MSc in Urban Planning with Transport at Oxford Brookes University in 1999.   Actively involved in the Transport Planning Society throughout her career, and having served on the Society’s Executive Committee, Nicola is now a member of the North West Region Committee.

Nicola was awarded the TPP in 2012. 
Why do you think having the TPP is important?
I believe having TPP qualification is extremely important in demonstrating your credentials as a well-rounded and experienced transport planner.  It shows your commitment to your profession and to your own personal career development.  Award of the TPP involves a very rigorous process which enables you to demonstrate that your qualifications as a transport planner are at least equivalent to other recognised and highly valued qualifications, such as CEng or MRTPI.  Having the qualification in place has helped to raise standards and to improve recognition of transport planning as a career.  
Has it proved worth putting the effort into the preparation of your application?
Yes, partly for my own satisfaction, to prove that I had the requisite skills and experience to gain the qualification, but also in terms of greater recognition from my employers and peers.  It has also enabled me to lead by example in encouraging others to focus on their own professional development.  As a TPP and TPS PDS mentor, having the TPP qualification gives me more credibility with those that I’m mentoring and helps me to give them better advice on the qualification process. 
Are there any particular occasions on which it has proved particularly beneficial to have the TPP?
I don’t know whether it was a major factor in my selection for my current job at TfGM, but I’m sure that having the qualification put me in a stronger position at the start of the selection process in terms of demonstrating my credentials as a well-rounded and experienced transport planning professional.  
Do TfGM recognise award of the TPP in the career development?
Not directly at present.  
What advice would you give to transport planners wondering whether to apply? 
I would definitely encourage any transport planner who is seeking to further their career and establish their professional credentials to pursue TPP.  It is not an easy option, as the process is very rigorous, but it is ultimately very satisfying and, in an increasingly competitive market place, will place you in a much stronger position in terms of furthering your career and developing a depth and breadth of experience in transport planning.  

